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ZEYNEP INCI UÇAN
Traveling, scuba diving, surfing, and experiencing diffe-

rent environments play an important role in shaping my 

design perspective.

 I am deeply passionate about diving and enjoy exploring 

different cities and cultures with friends, believing that 

shared experiences enrich creative thinking.

 

I approach design without fear of experimentation, cons-

tantly seeking new methods and perspectives while 

allowing these dynamic, outdoor experiences to inform 

the way I think about space and design.

ZEYNEP KIRICI
During my undergraduate education in Architecture, de-

spite frequently hearing the question “Why do you even 

need this?”, I chose to pursue a double major in Interior 

Architecture simply because I enjoy it. 

Throughout this journey, I could not stay still; I joined the 

executive board of the ITU Architecture Club and later 

took on the role of club president. 

Driven by my interest in the relationship between people 

and space, I enjoy working with light and scale, as well as 

exploring and producing sustainable, future-oriented de-

sign approaches. Having an agenda full enough to leave 

little room for free time is a strong source of motivation 

for me.

-Divle Obruk Peyniri. (n.d.). Peynirler. 
Retrieved from https://www.divleobrukpeyniri.com.
tr/kategori/peynir

-Pencil sketch of Divle Obruk cheese [AI-
generated image]. Created with Google Gemini.
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 "Rural Genesis" transforms the Divle Obruk from a static geological 
vessel into a metabolic production reactor through a symbiotic 
vertical intervention. Extracting its base module geometry directly 
from the organic footprint of the Divle cheese itself, the design 
establishes a central structural spine that penetrates the sinkhole's 
35-meter depth. This vertical nucleus organizes the chaotic 
natural void into a cohesive system, linking the deep production 
workshop at -35.00m—where the specific microclimate of 4-6°C 
and 90% humidity acts as a natural refrigerator—to the upper 
habitation layers. The architecture acts as a permeable extension 
of the sinkhole, utilizing a "Hygroskin" shell to filter light and 
regulate air, ensuring the built form respects the cave's delicate 
ecosystem.

OBRUK

Challenging the "passive waiting" of traditional static Cypress 
shelving—which biologically conflicts with the cheese by promoting 
unwanted white mold—the proposal introduces a dynamic "hanging 
maturation" system crafted from local Juniper wood. This material 
shift harnesses Juniper's antifungal properties to foster the cheese's 
iconic red crust, while the hanging mechanism awakens the unused 
vertical void. By replacing static shelves with a system that mandates 
periodic rotation, the design institutes a "ritual of human touch," 
converting the storage period into an active maintenance task. This 
approach not only optimizes capacity and airflow but creates a 
tactile relationship between the user and the product, ensuring 
the preservation of the unique "terroir" essential to Divle’s identity.
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EXPERIENTIAL SEQUENCE
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Integrated Juniper Hybrid Path

A hybrid spatial structure merging an elevated 

sanitary walkway with an integrated maturation 

system. 

Crafted from local Juniper wood, this hybrid module 

activates the vertical void to optimize airflow and 

capacity while fostering the cheese’s iconic red crust.

Obruk Void Optimization Logic

RURAL-DESIGN THE ANATOMY OF A SYSTEM: ADAPTABILITY OF A SPATIAL DESIGN

16 17



Obruk System Integration
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 A vertical gap designed for autonomous climate 
regulation. By integrating the stack effect with 
hygromorphic response, the void transforms 

cold, humid cave air into a temperate habitation 
environment ,anchoring the microclimate throu-

gh integrated skin interaction.
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Workshop and Obruk: Unified Plan
 (1:50) 
-35.00m
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